Hokusei Gakuen University

English Chapel Time
John (%) 1:5
The Light Shines in the Darkness!

The light shines in the darkness. But the darkness has not understood it.
(New International Reader’s Version)
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Hello, everyone joining in today’s English Chapel Time. My name is Jim
Allison. I'm happy to be here with you online in this Advent season of preparing for
Christmas. At this time of year, followers of Christ remember the coming of our Lord
and Savior into this world. We celebrate once again this year by announcing the
good news: no matter how much darkness there is around us, the light of Christ is
still shining in it!

There’s a lot of darkness in our world right now, isn’t there. One year ago, we
were meeting in chapel in person, with no masks—some of us shaking hands and
hugging! Remember that? We’ve gone through a lot of dark days since then, haven’t
we. Some of us have lost people we love, others have lost money, still others have
lost job security, and all of us have faced fear of the coronavirus itself. In some ways,
the usual brightness and gladness of the season seem strangely missing, and the
holidays oddly quiet.

But for followers of Christ, when you look closer at the Bible stories of His
birth, you see that darkness is really no surprise. It was dark in Bethlehem (<> L'~
2) in Palestine (/N L A F 7 today’s Israel) on the night of Christ’s birthday. There
were no Christmas decorations on houses or trees. No preparations like that were
made to welcome the birth of the King of Heaven. Except for the stars above and
probably olive oil lamps burning in homes and at least one inn (5 /&), it was as dark
as any other night. There was great poverty (& X), sickness, injustice (4~ 1E %), and
many types of darkness in the world then, too.

Yet that did nothing to stop Christ, “the light of the world” T:® 3% (John
[= ~*] 8:12). He was born, shining into that darkness, and beginning to overcome
it. Because Jesus came as a baby, lived, died, came to life again ({475 L 7=), and so
made a way of salvation (Rt ) for all people, the writer of today’s Bible words, John,
was able to say years later, “The light shines in the darkness. ...” That’s the message
I want to focus on with you today. I hope that this can help you find greater
understanding and enjoyment every year when you see Christmas lights on a home
or tree or in a candlelight service and recall their deeper meaning.

When John wrote these words, he did not just sit down one day and imagine
them. He was no doubt remembering a Bible promise of God from hundreds of years



before, in Isaiah (f %'¥) 9:2. “The people who are now living in darkness will see a
great light. They are now living in a very dark land. But a light will shine on them.”
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icye2s 72, | And this theme continued to appear in the events of Jesus’ life,

and He used the word picture of light again and again in His teachings after
becoming an adult. Not only did He make the bold claim, “I am the light of the
world,” but He said something even more amazing in some ways to His followers:
“You are the light of the world” & 72272037213t D K. TH 5] (Matthew [~ % 1]
5:14). Even that is possible if He is born not only in Bethlehem long ago but in us
here and we make our hearts His home. Then years and years after Christ had
returned to heaven, John was still telling the same hope-inspiring story. In I John
[ DT —]1:5, he wrote, “Here is the message we have heard from him and

announce to you. God is light. There is no darkness in him at all.” [#fiZ¢tTH v |
IR 2L A nws e Ttd, |

“The light shines in the darkness. But the darkness has not understood it” (v.
5). To get at the meaning of this great claim, let’s take a little round-about way. Look
at nearly the last word there, “understood.” This word (katalambano in the original
language, Greek) gets translated a wide variety of ways in different English versions
of the Bible. Some of them are focused on understanding. They say (with “it” being
the light, or Christ) that the darkness “comprehended it not,” “did not comprehend
it,” “has not understood it,” “did not perceive it,” or “did not grasp it.” In Japanese,
the Shinkyodoyaku CHr3L[FFR) hasit [RFREIIEEZFRAR L 7eoro72) .

Other translations of katalambano are focused much more on conflict, or the
battle between light and darkness. They say that the darkness “apprehended it not,”
“has never put it out,” “couldn’t put it out,” “has not overcome it,” “did not overcome
it,” or “has not suppressed it.” Those are similar to “did not seize it.” In Japanese,
the Seishokyokai Kyoudouyaku has it [FIIIEIZs7-727 572 , and the
Shinkaiyaku and Kogoyaku put it, [R°AII ZIUTFT BB o7 .

So which one is it? Is God telling us in John 1:5 that the darkness of our world
cannot understand Christ? Can’t overpower Him? I don’t see a reason that these
two understandings are necessarily in conflict with each other. They are not exactly
the same, and it’s hard to say very strongly that he means them both equally in this
particular case. But it’s also very difficult to say that John means only one and not
the other. My view is that the Bible as a whole teaches both of these important things
about God, our world, and us. So let’s look at each just a bit more.

First, not understanding the light. If you read the whole first chapter of
John’s little book, you see that God is showing us human beings about Jesus in three
ways. The first is through nature, the second is through Old Testament words of the
Bible, and the third is through another John—John the Baptist.

Nature. Even the physical light we depend on for life points us to God and His
ability to meet our needs. There’s a “mini-death” that we go through each night
when we sleep and the “mini-resurrection (127%)” that we experience with the light of
every new morning. The dead-looking trees and the shortest days of the year in



December change step by step with the promise of life toward the budding trees,
green grass, and longer days of spring. Evergreen (i #kf#f) trees remind us, even in
mid-winter, of the gift of eternal life (7k % ™ 7). Christ was born to bring this, and
we remember it with Christmas trees and wreaths. These and many more are ways
God shines the light through nature, which He made.

Then there are the word pictures in the Old Testament (IH)22£) of the
Christ who will be born (see Romans [ = —~] 5:14 and I Corinthians [2 U > |
—] 10:4, for example) and promises of His coming. Next, the light of Christ shone
through John the Baptist (/X777 A~ ® = /~*x). John (the Bible writer) told us
more about him, but the main point was that he (John the Baptist) was preparation
for the real light, Christ Himself. Neither creation, nor Old Testament Bible words,
nor John the Baptist alone could overcome the darkness fully and make God known
completely. For that, we had to have the birth of Christ itself.

Then how about darkness as unable to overcome light (John 1:5)? To
understand this, you have to think about where darkness is. It’s in the world around
us in illness, ignorance (f&%1), poverty, crime, war, racism (A& 251)), and all the
evils (&) of our world. Without Christ, we don’t understand God, the world, or
ourselves correctly, and we are not in a healthy relationship with any of them. That’s
not good news, is it. But it gets even worse. Not only are we in darkness—also,
darkness is in us. We love things that lead us away from truth, beauty, goodness, and
happiness—away from life, away from the light. For example, “Suppose someone
claims to be in the light but hates his brother or sister. Then he is still in the

darkness” HOHFICWBE EEWAREL, X H 770 EELEIX. ShsEohic

WE S| (IJohn[IF KD FH,K —]2:9). If we are honest, all of us can look back

and think of things we wish we would not have said or done as we near the end of
2020. For example, we may have taken foolish risks or been overly careful, made
choices that were self-centered, or wasted our time, chances, and abilities. That’s the
way our world and we are.

But the good news is even better than the bad news is bad. It’s OK. The
darkness is real, but it’s not greater than the light. Darkness may look scary, but it’s
not something to be afraid of if you have the light. For one reason, darkness only has
meaning in its relationship to light. Darkness of itself is not powerful. Before you go
to sleep at night, you don’t push a button to turn the darkness on, do you? Darkness
can only have power when light is not there. When the light is not in us, darkness
can have the power to hide, confuse, slow us down, make things difficult, stop
constructive [&7% 172 ] activity, frighten, paralyze, and more. But none of that can
overcome us if we live in the light.



When the famous Italian artist Michelangelo was painting, for example the
Sistine Chapel (3 2 7 ¢ 7 #L# %) ceiling in the 1500s, he used mainly natural light.
But to make it possible to work into the late hours of the night, he made a headlamp
(FTREAT. ~ > R Z > ") with a special wax candle. He knew that even with great
skill, he could not do his best work without the light. He also knew that if he got in
its way and blocked it, he could not see very well where and how to paint. In our
lives, too, we need the light of Christ to guide us if we are going to do our best in
creating a life of beauty and meaning.

Christ is the light, and He has come for us. If you open your heart in faith and
let the Christ of Christmas live in it as your Lord, the light is in you. And when the
light is in you, you don’t need to worry. You don’t need to be afraid. You can learn to



“walk in the light” ¢oH %4ty (IJohn [ ~FDFH —]1:7) and “live like

children of the light” YD+ & L T# ¢y (Ephesians [ 7 = ] 5:8). If the light

has been born in you, it doesn’t matter nearly so much if you have to be away from
people you love. If your physical health and your finances and relationships with
some people are having a little trouble, or even falling apart, you still don’t have to
live in darkness. If you can’t go the places, eat the food, meet the people, or make the
plans you want because of the coronavirus, it doesn’t mean you face a dark future.

So whether you celebrate Christmas in a beautiful place with many others or
in your home all alone, you can know that the light of Christmas is shining on you.
In the Christmas stories in the Bible, it shone on shepherds (£ >) out in the fields,
the wise men (1# -7z ©) as they searched for the Christ-child, and the baby Jesus’
family as they escaped with their lives to Egypt. Christ has come. They knew it. Now
we know it, too. He plans for our hearts to be His home. And when the light of the
world is living in us, we have great reason to rejoice. That’s God’s message to you.
Merry Christmas! Will you pray with me?

Heavenly Father, we celebrate with you this Christmas the birth of your Son.
Even though we live in a world that can seem so full of darkness, we have heard the

good news: “The darkness is passing away. The true light is already shining” [ 231

FED, TTIREZLDHDPHECT WS - - | (IJohn[IF FDFH —]2:8b).
Thank you for loving us enough to send your only Son to make a way for us to be
saved. Shine into every dark corner of our lives and throughout your world. Fill us

anew with your goodness, your beauty, and your truth. In the name of the Christ of
Christmas we pray. Amen.

Now let’s continue today’s English Chapel Time with a well-known Christmas
song, “O Holy Night.” You can click on the link below to listen, read the English from
the screen, read the Japanese below, and sing along in either language if you like.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=00iEtZwP1Ho
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1.
O holy night! The stars are brightly shining,

It is the night of our dear Saviour's birth.
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Long lay the world in sin and error pining,

Till He appear'd and the soul felt its worth.

COHEFERSL< FEFELBBCESNTLE
FHIEN SENZOMEZRNDET(E

A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices,

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn.
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Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices!
O night divine, O night when Christ was born;
O night divine, O night, O night Divine.
UOEFRITE KEOHEZEESDIT !
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2.

Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming,
With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand.
RPN EMIDX(CEMN
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So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming,

Here come the wise men from the Orient land.
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The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger;

In all our trials born to be our friend.

FOHRDEN HERLEWERTIED
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He knows our need, to our weaknesses no stranger,
Behold your King! Before Him lowly bend!
Behold your King, Before Him lowly bend!

FEHESDKDZEHD FHESDIFEZHMDO>TLD
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3.

Truly He taught us to love one another;

His law is love and His gospel is peace.
FEFERZ HICEVWVZELE
FDOEGFETHD FORRIIFHTHD

Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother;

And in His name all oppression shall cease.

F (IS TBEDOREDHZHSD
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Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we,

Let all within us praise His holy name.
HERDIEUDER MMBRVWESIE TRV EITSD
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Christ is the Lord! O praise His Name forever,

His power and glory evermore proclaim.
His power and glory evermore proclaim.
FREIFURX MK HBZKECERA
F DS ERAFHKRIED
Thank you again for joining us today. God bless you! Have a great Christmas and
New Year holiday, and I’1l hope to be together with you again in English Chapel Time in
2021!
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